


    

    









skip to main content    
        




        
        









    
    
        
        



        
        









    
    
        
        



        
        









    
    
        
        



        
        

        

    











    
    
        
        



        
        

        

    












    
    
        
        



        
        	



        
        Advanced Search

	



        
        Browse

	



        
        About

	



        
        




    








    
    
        





    












    	
            
                Sign in
            
        
	
            
                
                
                    
                        Register
                    
                
            
        







    






        

    




        

    











    
    
        
        



        
        
	

	Advanced Search
	Journals
	Magazines
	Proceedings
	Books
	SIGs
	Conferences
	People
	

	More

	







        
        Search ACM Digital Library

SearchSearch






        
        Advanced Search








        

    





        
        Queue
	Magazine Home
	Latest Issue
	
	Archive
	Authors
	Affiliations
	Award Winners
	More











        
        
    
        

    





















    
    
        
        



        
        



        
        	Home
	Magazines
	Queue
	Vol. 5, No. 7
	A Conversation with Mary Lou Jepsen: What’s behind that funky green machine?





        

    




        
    













    
    
        
        



        
        









    
    
        
        



        
        
interview Free Access




        
        
Share on	
	
	
	
	





A Conversation with Mary Lou Jepsen: What’s behind that funky green machine?

  	Author: 
	 John Stanik
 ACM Queue
 
  ACM Queue
View Profile
 
 

Authors Info & Claims 
 
 QueueVolume 5Issue 7November/December 2007pp   9–15https://doi.org/10.1145/1331287.1331291

Published:01 November 2007Publication History




        
        
	1citation
	39,389
	Downloads

Metrics
Total Citations1
Total Downloads39,389
Last 12 Months328
Last 6 weeks91



	Get Citation AlertsNew Citation Alert added!

This alert has been successfully added and will be sent to:
You will be notified whenever a record that you have chosen has been cited.

To manage your alert preferences, click on the button below.
Manage my Alerts

New Citation Alert!

Please log in to your account






	Save to BinderSave to Binder









Create a New BinderName

	Cancel
	Create






	Export Citation
	Publisher Site

	
	View all Formats
	PDF









Queue
Volume 5, Issue 7




        
        





        
        PreviousArticleNextArticle














Skip Abstract SectionAbstract

From Tunisia to Taiwan, Mary Lou Jepsen has circled the globe in her role as CTO of the OLPC (One Laptop Per Child) project. Founded by MIT Media Lab co-founder Nicholas Negroponte in 2005, OLPC builds inexpensive laptops designed for educating children in developing nations. Marvels of engineering, the machines have been designed to withstand some of the harshest climates and most power-starved regions on the planet. To accomplish this, Jepsen and her team had to reinvent what a laptop could be. As Jepsen says, “You ask different questions and you get different answers.” The resulting machine, named the XO, is uniquely adapted to its purpose, combining super-low-power electronics, mesh networking, and a sunlight-readable screen, which Jepsen designed herself. Although still shy of the “$100 laptop” goal envisioned in the beginning, the XO is still the most inexpensive laptop ever built.
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